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Warm-up 3-7
Factor each trinomial.
1. 5x2 – 18x – 8 

2. Factor the perfect-square trinomial 16x4 + 40x2y + 25y2

3. Factor 9x2 – 25y2 using the difference of two squares
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Warm-up 3-7
Factor each trinomial.

2

x4 x2y + 25y2

3. Factor 9x2 – 25 using the difference of two squares
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I can...
choose an appropriate method for factoring a polynomial.
combine methods for factoring a polynomial. 

Today's Goals
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Is there a 
GCF? 

(then factor)

How many terms are 
in the expression?

2
4 3

ax2 + bx + c
Not:

ax2 + bx + c
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Is there a 
GCF? 

(then factor)

How many terms are 
in the expression?

2
4 3

Difference 
of squares.

*If large #'s, 
use perfect 
square.

"Bottom-up"

Grouping

First 2 and last 2.

Factor out GCF.

Check binomial 
for the same #'s

ax2 + bx + c
ax2 + bx + c

Perfect Square

a2 + 2ab + b2

a2 - b2
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Scavenger Hunt!
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Homework
8 problems or #12, 13, 15, 18


